BY 

1473 

.P74 


uilding  Jives 


Four  Chapters  in  Christian  Education 

by 

J.  C.  K.  PREUS 


;  S  B  U  R  G 

tpolis 


Published  by 
PUBLISHING 


HOUSE 

Minnesota 


BY  14  7  3 

r\n  ^ 

Preus,  Johan  Carl 

Keyssr, 

xool- 

Building 

lives 

uilding 


ives 


Four  Chapters  in  Christian  Education 


by 


J.  C.  K.  PREUS 


Published  by 
AUGSBURG         PUBLISHING        HOUSE 

M-inneatolis  Minnesota 


Digitized  by  tine  Internet  Arciiive 
in  2011 


http://www.archive.org/details/buildinglivesfouOOpreu 


Building  Lives 

CHAPTER  ONE 

EYES  AND  EARS 

/""^AN  you  imagine  the  scene  when  out  of  the  surrounding  multitude 
^^-^  Jesus  called  a  little  child,  setting  him  in  the  midst  of  them? 
Instantly  every  eye  was  focused  upon  the  child;  every  ear  strained  to 
hear  what  the  Master  was  about  to  say;  the  question  upon  every  lip 
was,  "What  is  He  going  to  do  with  the  child?" 

Jesus  wanted  their  concentrated  attention.  He  chose  to  focus  it 
upon  a  little  child.  From  that  day  on  the  child  has  occupied  a  position 
of  pre-eminence  in  the  Christian  church,  a  position,  however,  not 
always  recognized  by  parents  and  by  local  congregations. 

The  great  missionary,  Francis  Xavier,  spent  long  hours  in  preach- 
ing, teaching,  conversing  with  individuals.  One  day,  utterly  exhausted 
by  his  labors,  he  retired  to  his  tent  for  rest.  To  his  servant  he  gave 
instructions  not  to  disturb  him  until  his  rest  was  finished.  A  moment 
later  he  reappeared  in  the  door  of  the  tent,  beckoned  his  servant  and 
said,  "I  made  a  mistake.  If  a  little  child  asks  for  me,  call  me."  Such 
should  be  the  place  of  the  little  child  in  the  minds  of  parents,  teachers^ 
and  pastors. 

The  little  child  must  engage  the  constant  and  serious  attention  of 
those  who  would  save  souls,  build  the  church  of  God,  and  make  the 
world  a  better  place  in  which  to  live.  The  spiritual  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  the  child  is  a  slow  process.  It  should  keep  pace  with  his 
physical  development  and  with  his  intellectual  growth  and  training. 
If  this  is  to  be  done.  Christian  education  must  begin  in  infancy. 

The  first  chapter  in  Christian  education  must  be  written  in  the 
home.  It  deals  with  the  years  during  which  the  home  is  very  much 
the  child's  world,  and  when  mother  should  exercise  her  prerogative 
as  the  world's  greatest  teacher.  This  period  of  life  is  short,  only  four 
or  five  years  as  the  case  may  be. 

Two  statements  frequently   made   by   educators   and   psychologists 


should  stand  out  boldly  before  the  mind's  eye  of  all  parents  who  desire 
that  their  children  should  also  be  God's  children  and  grow  up  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord:  First,  speaking  in  general,  a  child  learns  more  during 
the  first  four  years  of  his  life  than  through  any  later  four-year  period. 
Second,  about  eighty  per  cent  of  everything  he  learns  and  knows  comes 
to  him  through  the  eye. 

In  view  of  these  two  statements,  what  are  we  doing  in  our  homes 
to  bring  Jesus  Christ  and  His  saving  truth  into  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  our  little  children  during  the  first  four  or  five  years  of  their*  lives 
or  during  the  period  before  they  enter  Sunday  school?  Even  though 
they  may  enter  Sunday  school  very  young,  the  home  is  by  no  means 
absolved  from  responsibility.  It  never  is.  The  Sunday  school  teacher 
never  becomes  a  substitute  for  father  or  mother,  never  takes  over  their 
responsibility.  The  parents  are  the  prime  teachers,  carrying  the  first 
responsibility.  Teachers  are  valuable  assistants.  Conscientious  and 
intelligent  work  by  both  is  needed  in  order  to  bring  about  the  proper 
spiritual  development  of  the  child. 

A  Christian  home.  Is  your  home  truly  Christian?  You  may  enter 
a  church  building  in  any  country  in  the  world  and  immediately  recog- 
nize it  as  a  church.  No  one  needs  to  tell  you  what  it  is.  If  a  stranger 
were  to  enter  your  home  today,  would  he  without  further  ado  recog- 
nize yours  as  a  Christian  home?  What  would  he  see?  Any  Christian 
pictures  upon  the  walls?  Any  mottoes  expressing  Christian  sentiments? 
What  books,  magazines,  periodicals,  would  he  find  upon  the  table? 
Books  of  devotion,  church  papers,  a  Bible,  well-worn  and  marked?  Or 
would  his  eye  light  upon  nothing  but  newspapers,  cheap  magazines, 
modern  novels?  What  music  would  he  discover  on  your  piano  or 
organ?  And  what  would  he  hear  if,  unseen,  he  could  spend  an  evening 
in  your  living  room?  What  radio  programs  would  fill  the  air?  Any- 
thing Christian  or  uplifting?  What  of  your  family  conversations? 
Family  devotion?  Has  your  child  ever  heard  you  pray  or  read  God's 
Word? 

The  child,  naturally,  absorbs  the  atmosphere  of  the  home.  Its  life 
becomes  his  life;  its  spirit  his  spirit;  its  language  his  language.    That 


which  is  a  part  of  home  life  will  be  a  part  of  his  life.  What  is  done 
and  said  in  the  home  he  will  do  and  say;  its  habits  will  be  his  habits; 
its  attitudes,  his  attitudes. 

Our  homes  by  their  very  atmosphere  and  character  should  lay  the 
groundwork  for  Christian  thinking,  a  Christian  outlook.  Christian  atti- 
tudes and  habits.  Christian  conversation  and  action;  if  these  founda- 
tions are  not  laid,  if  the  seed  is  not  sown  during  the  first  four  or  five 
years  of  childhood,  we  are  missing  one  of  life's  greatest  opportuni- 
ties to  nurture  and  develop  a  Christian  life,  a  God-fearing  personality. 

The  reader  may  feel  that  the  importance  of  these  first  years  is  being 
over-emphasized,  that  too  great  significance  is  attached  to  the  surround- 
ings and  influences  bearing  upon  the  life  of  a  child  during  these  early 
years;  that  the  knowledge  acquired  is  not  lasting,  the  understanding 
of  it  all  exceedingly  limited;  that  the  child  during  these  tender  years 
can  neither  know,  love  nor  worship  God,  nor  try  to  do  the  will  of  the 
Savior. 

May  I  suggest  to  any  one  inclined  to  discount  the  importance  of 
Christian  nurture,  informal  instruction.  Christian  education,  during 
these  early  years  in  the  home,  that  you  give  the  matter  further,  thought- 
ful attention.  Test  in  your  own  home  the  correctness  of  the  views 
advanced,  or  in  the  home  of  a  friend  if  you  have  no  children  of  your 
own. 

As  I  was  ushered  into  a  home  one  day  a  tiny  girl  confronted  me 
with  the  question,  "Would  you  like  to  see  my  Bible  Jesus  Book?"  I 
said  I  would.  Bringing  out  a  rather  large  and,  for  her,  very  heavy  pic- 
ture Bible,  she  placed  it  on  my  knees  and  began  to  turn  the  pages. 
As  she  proceeded  she  pointed  out  the  chief  characters  and  called  them 
by  name.  Quickly  she  covered  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  It  was  a 
matter  of  only  a  few  minutes  when  she  carried  off  the  book  and 
returned  to  her  play.  This  little  girl  was  two  years  and  three  months 
old!  She  knew  the  names  of  practically  all  the  leading  characters  of 
the  Bible.   A  Christian  home  had  been  functioning. 

A  pastor  relates  that  a  young  man  came  to  him  and  asked  that  he 
be  given  a  class  to  teach  in  Sunday  school.  The  pastor  was  rather  sur- 
prised, as  up  to  that  time  the  man  had  shown  little  interest  in  the 


church  and  its  work  and  none  whatever  in  the  Sunday  school.  Sensing 
that  something  had  happened  in  his  H£e,  the  pastor  told  him  to  come 
the  following  Sunday;  a  class  would  be  awaiting  him.  He  then  asked 
the  young  man  for  an  explanation  of  the  change  in  his  attitude.  Hesi- 
tating a  moment,  the  latter  replied,  "My  little  three-year-old  girl  has 
just  recently  begun  to  attend  Sunday  school.  Each  Sunday  she  returns 
with  a  small  picture  and  story  from  the  life  of  Christ.  She  climbs  on 
my  knee,  shows  me  the  picture,  and  in  her  child-like  way  tells  me  the 
story.  Last  Sunday  she  did  so  again.  We  looked  at  the  picture  and 
she  told  her  little  story  of  how  Jesus  loves  us,  and  saves  us,  and  if  we 
love  Him,  makes  us  happy  here  and  takes  us  to  Himself  in  heaven. 
Then  she  looked  up  with  confidence  into  my  eyes  and  said,  'You  love 
Jesus,  too,  don't  you,  Daddy.?'  She  surprised  me  utterly.  I  did  not 
know  what  to  answer.  Did  I  love  Him?  I  could  not  wound  her  ten- 
der heart  by  telling  her  that  I  did  not.  As  I  hesitated,  she  caught  the 
lapel  of  my  coat  and  with  grave  concern  and  distress  looked  into  my 
eyes,  'Daddy,  don't  you  love  Jesus  .'^' 

"I  put  her  down  and  walked  out  into  the  barn.  There  I  spent  an 
hour  alone  with  God.  When  I  came  out  again  it  was  with  a  determina- 
tion, by  the  grace  of  God,  to  begin  a  new  life  in  His  service.  Now  I 
have  come  to  make  a  start  ,  .  ." 

You  have  heard  and  read  the  word  of  Isaiah^  "A  little  child  shall 
lead  them."  We  wonder  whether  it  is  important  and  worth  while  for 
us  to  give  time,  thought,  and  energy  to  the  Christian  instruction  of 
little  children  in  our  homes.  In  the  meantime,  God  shows  us  that  a 
very  little  one  not  only  can  know  and  love  her  Savior,  but  actually  lead 
her  own  beloved  "Daddy"  to  Christ. 

But  someone  may  say,  "I  for  one  do  not  know  how  to  teach  these 
little  tots  about  God  and  heaven  and  sin  and  Jesus.  I  know  nothing 
about  teaching."  Beware  of  making  this  early  instruction  formal,  com- 
plicated, or  lesson-like.  If  you  love  your  child  and  know  your  Savior 
it  will  not  be  difficult.  The  desire  and  will  to  tell  your  beloved  child 
the  "Old,  Old  Story,"  will  soon  discover  the  way. 

Your  child  needs  no  teacher  or  instructor  in  order  to  enjoy  the 
"comic  strip."   The  pictures  fascinate  him.   Get  a  picture  Bible  of  some 


kind,  a  child's  "Bible  Jesus  Book";  as  for  instance  My  First  Sunday 
School  Boo\  or  our  new  Kindergarten  Course,  both  of  which  contain 
a  series  of  very  beautiful  colored  Bible  pictures.  Give  the  book  to  the 
child.  Let  it  be  his.  Sit  down  with  him  for  a  while  each  day.  Show 
him  the  pictures  and  tell  the  stories;  or  let  him  turn  the  pages  and  ask 
his  questions.  Never  be  too  busy  to  look  at  a  picture  and  answer  a 
question  when  a  child  comes  to  you.  It  may  be  very  important  in  his 
life. 

The  other  evening  a  little  girl  was  sitting  with  her  "Daddy"  look- 
ing at  the  pictures  in  My  First  Sunday  School  Boo\.  They  came  to  the 
picture  on  page  thirty-five  where  a  child  in  pajamas  kneels  in  prayer 
at  her  mother's  knees.  For  a  moment  the  little  girl  looked  intently  at 
the  picture,  then  she  slid  from  her  "Daddy's"  knees  and  disappeared. 
A  few  minutes  later  she  reappeared  in  her  night  suit.  "I  want  to  say  my 
prayers  like  that,"  was  her  remark  as  she  knelt  and  solemnly  prayed 
her  evening  prayers. 

Go  a  step  or  two  farther.  Sing  hymns,  Christmas  carols,  and  other 
Christian  songs  with  the  little  children.  They  love  them.  Fasten  Chris- 
tian pictures  on  the  walls  of  the  children's  room  or  in  the  room  where 
they  sleep.  How  reassuring  and  soothing  for  the  little  child  to  fall 
asleep  with  the  pictured  eyes  of  the  Savior  resting  upon  him,  or  with 
the  guardian  angel  hovering  over  his  bed.  And  then  to  waken  again 
to  find  them  still  there,  or  to  have  his  attention  drawn  to  a  picture 
illustrating  some  noble  or  unselfish  deed  in  the  life  of  a  Christian  boy 
or  girl. 

Why  not  start  your  child  making  a  Christian  scrap  book?  It  may 
be  made  from  samples  of  wall  paper  sewed  together  in  book  form, 
and  in  any  size  you  choose.  You  will  be  surprised  to  find  how  many 
good  pictures  there  are  in  magazines,  Sunday  papers,  advertisements, 
etc.  Your  neighbors  will  gladly  contribute  theirs  when  they  discover 
what  you  are  doing.  Paste  in  among  the  pictures  suitable  clippings, 
poems,  prayers.  It  is  a  delightful  experience  for  a  child.  When  it  is 
all  finished  he  may  want  to  give  it  to  some  sick  child,  or  to  the  poor 
boy  or  girl  next  door  who  does  not  attend  Sunday  school.    Let  him. 
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Encourage  him.  Then  he  will  promptly  start  another,  multiply  his 
experience,  and  enrich  his  life. 

Pictures.  How  quickly  the  child  reacts  to  them.  Three-year-old 
Margrethe  came  running  in  to  her  mother.  "Mama,  come  and  see  the 
house  where  Jesus  lives."  Mother,  surprised,  but  interested  and  sympa- 
thetic, took  her  little  girl's  hand  and  followed  her  out  upon  the  street. 
Eagerly  the  child  led  the  way  down  the  street,  around  to  the  farther 
side  of  the  opposite  block.  Stopping  before  an  attractive  little  English 
cottage  she  pointed  confidently  at  the  door,  "There  is  the  house  where 
Jesus  lives." 

One  look  at  the  door  was  sufficient  to  make  the  whole  situation 
clear  to  the  mother.  There  was  a  knocker  on  the  door.  Margrethe  had 
frequently  seen,  and  loved  to  look  at,  the  beautiful  picture  of  "Jesus 
knocking  at  the  door." 

This  first  chapter  in  Christian  Education  is  a  delightful  experience 
for  fathers  and  mothers;  it  is  God  and  heaven  to  the  little  child.  Par- 
ents who  fail  to  function  as  Christian  teachers  of  their  children  during 
the  pre-school  years  rob  their  children  of  life-long  blessings,  impoverish 
their  own  spiritual  life,  and  miss  one  of  the  sweetest  experiences  of 
home  and  Christian  family  life. 


CHAPTER  TWO 

LIFE  AND  GROWTH 

WHEN  a  child  at  the  age  of  about  six  enters  pubHc  school,  life 
begins  to  move  with  amazing  rapidity.  From  that  time  on 
through  the  grades  up  to  and  including  confirmation  age,  there  is  not 
only  steady  and  rapid  growth  and  development,  there  is  above  all  tre- 
mendous activity.  Jobs  and  chores,  adventure  and  discovery,  hobbies 
and  achievements,  belong  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Life  is  breaking  out 
in  all  manner  of  performances  and  demonstrations  of  knowledge 
acquired  and  powers  discovered. 

Also,  there  is  a  decidedly  new  angle  to  the  parents'  task  of  rearing 
the  boy  or  girl  in  the  "nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,"  and  of 
training  the  child  in  Christian  faith  and  living,  for  church  member- 
ship, and  for  Christian  citizenship.  From  the  time  a  girl  or  boy  enters 
the  public  school  and  the  Sunday  school,  child  training  becomes  a  coop- 
erative endeavor.  The  home,  the  church,  the  school,  are  all  vitally 
concerned  in  the  development  of  character.  Here  we  shall  deal  only 
with  the  joint  task  of  the  home  and  the  church. 

In  this  matter  the  church  functions  through  the  Sunday  school,  the 
Christian  vacation  school  and  other  agencies.  But  a  congregation  is 
remiss  as  regards  the  spiritual  care  of  the  children,  if  it  consciously  or 
unconsciously  takes  the  attitude  that  the  Sunday  school  and  all  that 
pertains  to  the  instruction  of  the  children  and  youth  of  the  church,  is 
a  matter  to  be  arranged  for  and  carried  on  by  pastor  and  parents  and 
volunteer  Sunday  school  teachers;  that  the  congregation  has  no  direct 
responsibility. 

Over  against  this  mistaken  attitude  it  is  maintained  with  solemn 
emphasis  that  the  church,  the  congregation,  has  no  more  sacred  obli- 
gation, no  duty  more  far-reaching  in  its  consequences,  than  the  God- 
given  task  of  providing  for  the  Christian  instruction  and  training  of  its 
youth.  The  salvation  of  innumerable  souls,  the  conservation  of  the 
youth  of  the  church,  the  very  future  of  the  church  itself,  are  most  inti- 


mately  bound  up  with  and  in  a  very  great  measure  dependent  upon  an 
adequate  program  of  Christian  education  in  the  local  congregation. 

If  the  child  during  this  period  is  to  be  effectively  and  adequately 
cared  for  spiritually  there  must  be  a  conscious,  well-worked-out  plan 
of  cooperation  betw^een  the  home  and  the  Sunday  school,  functioning 
for  the  church.  Neither  the  parents  nor  the  Sunday  school  teacher  may 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  other  party  will  also  function  effectively. 
They  are  not  to  work  independently  and  without  regard  for  one 
another  but  in  conjunction  and  in  collaboration,  each  knowing  well 
what  the  other  is  about  and  what  is  expected  of  each.  Only  through 
such  mutual  understanding  and  cooperation  may  we  reasonably  expect 
to  attain  the  desired  results. 

Many  and  great  changes  take  place  during  the  years  from  about 
six  to  thirteen  or  fourteen.  The  child  passes  through  successive  stages 
of  development.  But  all  through  this  period  character  is  being  built. 
It  is  through  these  years  that  most  attitudes  are  formed,  most  habits 
established.  And  who  can  over-estimate  the  importance  of  laying  at 
this  period  the  foundation  of  the  correct  Christian  attitude  toward 
God;  toward  right  and  wrong;  toward  the  authority  of  parents,  teach- 
ers, government;  toward  other  people  in  general;  toward  work,  money, 
education.  To  all  this  add  the  habit  of  truthfulness  and  honesty,  kind- 
ness and  courtesy,  worship  and  prayer — all  nourished  and  developed 
through  Christian  nurture  and  the  instruction  in  God's  Word.  Church 
habits  established  during  these  years  as  a  rule  continue  through  life. 

But  with  the  world,  its  spirit  and  philosophy  constantly  pressing 
for  recognition  and  tending  toward  the  establishment  of  worldly  atti- 
tudes and  habits,  nothing  short  of  aggressive  cooperation  between  home 
and  church  can  be  expected  to  produce  permanent  Christian  attitudes 
and  habits  with  the  resultant  Christian  character. 

The  desired  cooperation  between  parents  and  Sunday  school  is  not 
always  obtained;  in  fact  it  is,  generally  speaking,  not  fairly  under- 
stood; nor  is  its  importance  appreciated. 

Many  homes  cooperate  with  the  Sunday  school  to  the  extent  that 
the  children  attend  regularly  and  punctually,  bringing  their  books  and 
their  offering.   Many  go  a  step  farther,  helping  their  children  to  study 
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their  lessons,  explaining  difficult  words  and  expressions.  Children  from 
such  homes  always  come  well  prepared.  They  contribute  much  to  the 
success  of  the  work  of  the  class  and  of  the  Sunday  school. 

But  cooperation  must  go  farther,  or  periiaps  I  should  say  deeper, 
if  our  work  in  Christian  education  during  these  years  is  to  be  really 
effective. 

We  recall  that  James  says,  "Be  ye  doers  of  the  Word  and  not  hear- 
ers only,"  we  might  add,  nor  learners  only.  This  may  easily  become 
the  case  with  Sunday  school  children;  they  both  hear  and  learn  the 
Word.  But  there  the  matter  ends  with  a  great  many.  There  seem  to 
be  no  tangible  results.  The  lives  of  the  children  do  not  seem  to  be 
seriously  influenced  by  the  truths  they  learn. 

We  believe  in  the  power  of  the  truth,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
works  and  accomplishes  many  things  that  we  do  not  see  or  recognize. 
Yet,  as  teachers  of  children  we  have  not  done  our  task  well  if  we  have 
gone  no  farther  than  to  help  the  child  know  and  understand  the  truths 
dealt  with  in  the  lesson.  Our  task  includes  the  application  of  the  truth  of 
the  lesson  to  the  life  of  the  child.  We  must  never  fail  to  make  it  plain  to 
the  child  that  it  is  God,  Jesus  Christ,  speaking  to  us  through  the  Word 
we  are  studying,  and  that  God  expects  us  to  become  doers  of  that 
Word.  Every  lesson  brings  to  us  from  God  a  message  of  something 
we  are  to  believe  and  do. 

Perhaps  this  practical  application  of  the  truth  of  the  lesson  to  the 
life  of  the  child  can  be  most  successfully  made  where  the  teacher  selects 
for  special  emphasis  from  the  material  of  each  lesson  one  outstanding 
truth  and  endeavors  through  carefully  planned  instruction  to  bring  it 
to  the  attention  of  the  children  with  the  purpose  of  inducing  them  to 
make  a  very  special  effort  to  live  according  to  it.  A  truth  a  wee\, 
learned  and  applied  to  a  young  life,  and  then  lived,  will  soon  build  up 
a  character,  a  Christian  life. 

To  illustrate.  Supposing  next  Sunday  I  am  to  teach  the  eighth  com- 
mandment. In  preparing  the  lesson  during  the  week  I  consider  care- 
fully the  various  truths  set  forth  in  the  lesson.  I  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  what  the  children  of  my  class  especially  need  to  learn  and 
practice  is,  to  use  Luther's  words,  "to  speak  well  of  him,"  that  is,  of 
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my  neighbor,  which  again  means  everybody  with  whom  I  have  any- 
thing to  do. 

Sunday  morning  arrives  and  I  go  to  meet  my  class  with  a  well- 
worked-out  plan  in  my  mind  for  teaching  the  lesson.  When  the  regu- 
lar work  of  the  class  is  finished — and  this  includes  a  careful  assign- 
ment of  the  lesson  for  the  following  Sunday,  a  fairly  thorough  review 
of  last  Sunday's  lesson,  and  instruction  in  today's  lesson — I  gather  the 
children  a  little  closer  about  me  for  a  more  informal  and  intimate  dis- 
cussion of  what  there  may  be  in  this  lesson  that  God  expects  us — me, 
the  teacher,  and  the  children — to  put  into  practice  in  our  daily  life,  in 
the  home,  in  school,  at  play.  I  try  so  to  lead  the  conversation  that  the 
children  themselves  will  discover  the  importance  of  this  injunction, 
"speak  well  of  him";  see  how  reasonable  it  is,  and  how  by  practicing 
it,  we  refrain  from  being  unkind,  from  hurting  people's  feelings;  we 
avoid  gossip,  the  repetition  of  untrue  statements,  etc.  And  how,  on  the 
other  hand,  by  speaking  well  of  others  we  may  make  people  happy 
and  possibly  help  them  get  on  better  with  people  in  general.  The  class 
period  comes  to  a  close  with  the  agreement  on  the  part  of  every  one 
present  that  throughout  the  week,  every  day  and  hour,  we  shall  give 
special  heed  to  this,  "speak  well  of  him." 

In  the  meantime  I  have  a  definite  understanding  with  the  parents 
of  the  children  of  my  class.  By  a  personal  visit  to  each  home  I  have 
made  known  to  the  parents  this  plan  of  making  the  children  "doers 
of  the  Word"  which  they  are  learning.  The  parents  have  promised 
to  cooperate  along  certain  suggested  lines. 

Knowing  that  each  Sunday  some  one  truth  in  the  lesson  has  been 
selected  for  special  attention  and  application,  the  father  or  mother  takes 
occasion  at  some  opportune  time  during  the  day  to  talk  with  Johnny 
about  the  truth  selected.  Johnny  says  the  class  has  agreed  upon  "speak 
well  of  him."  This  is  talked  over  informally  with  all  its  implications, 
leading  to  the  conclusion  that  everybody's  life  would  be  brightened  and 
made  much  happier  if  all  of  us  would  consistently  carry  out  that  simple 
little  injunction,  "speak  well  of  him."  The  net  result  is  that  Johnny 
and  his  whole  family  agree  to  practice  being  "doers"  of  this  truth. 

Needless  to  say  it  makes  an  interesting  and  profitable  project  for 
the  week.   When  Sunday  comes  around  once  more  a  few  moments  are 
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taken  during  the  review  period  to  check  up  on  the  week's  successes 
and  failures  in  being  "doers"  of  the  truths  learned  on  preceding  Sun- 
days. 

It  should  be  evident  that  where  such  a  plan  of  cooperation  between 
parents  and  Sunday  school  teachers  is  taken  seriously  and  each  lesson 
is  made  to  contribute  one  truth  toward  Christian  living,  there  virtue 
will  be  added  to  virtue  until  a  Christian  character  is  produced,  a  Chris- 
tian life  is  built. 

No  one  is  justified  in  expecting  children  to  become  "doers  of  the 
Word"  by  being  taught  and  admonished  once  a  week  in  Sunday 
school.  These  truths  must  be  put  into  practice  in  every  day  living  if 
they  are  to  become  a  part  of  life.  But  in  nearly  all  instances  this  will 
be  done  only  where  parents,  through  Christian  living,  seek  by  word 
and  example  to  make  effective  the  instruction  received  by  the  children 
in  Sunday  school. 

Indeed,  Christian  attitudes  and  habits  are  normally  established  only 
where  a  Christian  influence,  such  as  the  Christian  home,  makes  itself 
constantly  felt  in  the  child's  life. 

During  a  recent  visit  with  a  young  pastor  this  incident  was  related. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  a  young  couple,  parents  of  two  fine  boys  about 
eight  and  ten,  are  teachers  in  the  Sunday  school  and  otherwise  active 
in  the  Christian  work  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  a  young  friend  who  is  a  scoffer.  As  they  work  in 
the  same  office,  Mr.  Johnson  frequently  becomes  the  object  of  good- 
natured  jibes  and  friendly  ridicule  because  of  his  Christian  activities. 
Mr.  Johnson,  however,  has  the  secret  hope  and  ambition  that  some  day 
he  shall  win  his  young  scoffer-friend  for  Christ. 

On  a  certain  Sunday  the  Johnsons  invited  the  young  man  to  din- 
ner. They  went  together  to  a  restaurant  for  their  meal.  When  the 
food  had  been  served  the  two  boys  folded  their  hands  and  bowed  their 
heads  preparatory  to  saying  grace.  The  younger  boy  looked  at  his 
father  who  nodded  that  he  should  proceed  with  the  table  prayer.  The 
boy  looked  at  their  guest  who  by  this  time  had  turned  his  back  and 
was  looking  out  of  the  window.  He  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  prayer  which  he  realized  was  about  to  be  said.   Once  more  the  boy 
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looked  at  the  father,  who  again  nodded  assent.  The  boy  offered  the 
prayer;  but  immediately  upon  finishing  he  turned  to  their  guest  with 
the  remark,  "You  ought  to  bow  your  head  and  fold  your  hands  when 
we  pray." 

The  father  may  have  been  a  trifle  embarrassed  at  the  moment.  But 
what  Christian  parent  would  not  rejoice  in  the  realization  that  such 
a  firm  habit  of  prayer  had  been  established  in  his  boy? 

The  question  that  pertinently  presents  itself  is  this.  Would  such  a 
firm  and  unswerving  prayer  habit  result  from  instruction  in  Sunday 
school  where  it  is  not  supported  by  daily  practice  in  the  home?  Em^ 
phatically  not,  except  in  the  most  rare  instances.  Habits  are  estab- 
lished only  where  an  act  is  repeated  regularly  over  a  period  of  time. 
This  most  certainly  holds  in  regard  to  the  habit  of  prayer. 

But  is  it  not  equally  true  in  regard  to  other  Christian  habits  and 
attitudes?  Unquestionably.  For  this  reason  Christian  instruction  and 
training,  that  is  Christian  education  in  the  home  and  in  the  Sunday 
school,  should  be  intensified  and  most  diligently  pursued  and  prac- 
ticed throughout  these  years  of  exuberant,  vital,  growing  life. 

One  more  thought  pertaining  to  the  unique  opportunity  and  sig- 
nificance of  the  work  of  the  Sunday  school  teacher. 

The  vital,  not  to  say  eternal  importance  of  the  work  of  the  Sunday 
school  teacher  is  brought  home  to  us  when  we  realize  that  many  chil- 
dren learn  nothing  about  God,  about  the  Savior,  about  sin  and  for- 
giveness, about  the  soul  and  eternity,  beyond  what  the  Sunday  school 
teacher  is  able  to  give  them. 

The  overwhelming  responsibility  of  our  work  as  teachers  of  chil- 
dren and  youth  becomes  clear  to  us  only  as  we  begin  to  sense  that  the 
very  salvation  of  some  of  these  children,  humanly  speaking,  depends 
on  us.  Where  the  home  does  nothing  the  church  through  us  must 
try  to  do  all. 

There  was  little  ten-year-old  Agnes,  a  red-haired,  freckle-faced, 
quiet  little  girl  who  had  been  coming  to  our  Sunday  school.  Her 
mother  was  irresponsible,  drank  and  caroused.  An  older  sister  was 
going  the  way  of  innumerable  delinquent  girls.    Still  Agnes  continued 
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faithfully  to  attend  Sunday  school,  preparing  her  lessons  well  and  not- 
ing carefully  the  teacher's  comments. 

When  summer  came  Agnes  attended  Christian  vacation  school. 
Because  she  was  always  present  and  had  her  lesson  well  prepared  she 
did  not  receive  any  special  attention  beyond  the  words  of  commenda- 
tion and  appreciation  which  her  work  merited. 

A  few  days  after  the  Christian  vacation  school  had  closed  Agnes 
rang  the  doorbell  at  the  parsonage.  Overcoming  her  diffidence  suffi- 
ciently to  speak  she  said  she  would  like  to  talk  to  the  minister. 

It  was  not  easy  for  her  to  open  her  heart,  but  when  she  did,  it  was 
to  state  with  trembling  lips,  "I  would  like  to  be  baptized.  I  don't  want 
to  be  a  little  heathen  any  longer." 

After  a  period  of  more  intensive  and  specific  instruction  Agnes  was 
baptized  at  a  Sunday  morning  service,  amid  the  rejoicing  of  the  chil- 
dren and  the  thanksgiving  of  the  congregation.  No  doubt  the  angels 
of  heaven  also  rejoiced.  Her  mother  and  sister  were  present  and  seemed 
deeply  moved. 

Indeed,  God  performs  some  of  His  wonders  through  the  Sunday 
school  teachers  and  through  the  instruction  of  children  in  His  Word. 


15 


CHAPTER  THREE 

DECISIONS 

T  CALL  this  chapter  "Decisions"  because  it  appears  more  and  more 
-*-  evident  that  with  a  very  large  number  of  persons  some  of  life's 
most  significant  and  far-reaching  decisions  are  made  during  this  period, 
that  is  between  the  ages  of  approximately  thirteen  and  eighteen  or,  in 
terms  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  the  years  following  immediately 
upon  confirmation. 

It  will  perhaps  be  generally  agreed  that  the  Lutheran  Church  as  a 
whole  has  concentrated  upon  the  care  of  its  youth  up  to  and  including 
the  confirmation  age.  In  fact,  the  Lutheran  Church  has  taken  some 
pride  in  the  thoroughness  of  its  child  nurture  and  instruction  and  per- 
haps not  least  in  the  effort  of  its  pastors  to  prepare  the  boys  and  girls 
for  confirmation  through  a  spiritually  motivated  and  thorough  course 
of  instruction  in  the  Catechism  and  Bible  History — to  refer  only  to  the 
fundamentals.  No  one,  however,  is  making  serious  claims  for  the  effec- 
tiveness of  our  efforts  in  behalf  of  our  youth  during  the  post-confirma- 
tion period. 

If  it  is  true,  as  has  been  frequently  stated,  that  approximately  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  youth  confirmed  in  the  Lutheran  churches  drift  away 
from  their  church  during  the  years  immediately  following  confirma- 
tion, then  it  is  undeniable  that  our  program  of  Christian  education  is 
inadequate  for  this  important  and  critical  period. 

I  want  to  emphasize  very  specially  that  this  is  a  period  of  life  deci- 
sions for  the  young.  I  am  persuaded  that  on  confirmation  day  a  very 
high  percentage  of  the  boys  and  girls  are  in  deep  earnest  in  their 
pledge  to  renounce  the  devil  and  the  world,  and  to  believe  in  the  one 
true  God  and  serve  Him  only.  They  are  quite  definite  in  their  pur- 
pose to  walk  with  Christ  in  God's  ways.  Nevertheless,  it  is  during  the 
weeks  and  months  following  upon  this  momentous  declaration  that 
most  of  the  abiding  decisions  are  made.  Consciously  or  unconsciously, 
youth  during  this  period  enters  upon  a  definite  life  direction.   He  may 
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drift  off  to  the  left,  go  the  way  of  the  world,  without  ever  intending 
to  turn  his  back  upon  the  church  or  its  Master.  Or  he  may  with  deci- 
sion and  determination  take  the  path  to  the  right,  ever  conscious  of  his 
avowed  purpose  of  being  faithful  to  Christ. 

That  such  drift  or  such  decisions  belong  to  this  period  is  evidenced 
also  by  a  statement  frequently  published  of  late  to  the  effect  that  within 
one  of  the  largest  Reformed  church  bodies  from  sixty-five  to  seventy- 
five  per  cent  of  the  girls  and  boys  leave  Sunday  school  by  the  time  they 
are  sixteen.  A  recent  statement  coming  from  a  pastor  of  the  United 
Lutheran  Church  asserts  that  seventy-five  per  cent  of  those  confirmed 
in  that  body  drift  away  shortly  after  confirmation. 

Most  significant  is  the  result  of  a  study  made  by  a  pastor  within  a 
large  Reformed  church  body.  It  deals  with  many  things  pertaining  to 
youth  today  and  with  present  problems  of  youth.  In  the  course  of  the 
study  as  the  present  writer  recalls  it,  this  question  is  raised,  At  what 
age  are  the  young  people  converted,  make  public  confession  of  their 
faith  and  become  members  of  the  church?  The  answer  is  that  with 
some  this  decision  comes  very  early,  even  before  the  'teens.  With  others 
at  various  later  periods.  But  at  no  other  single  point  are  there  as  many 
as  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 

In  other  words,  the  number  of  converts  or  accessions  were  on  the 
increase  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  when  they  reached  a  high  point.  From 
then  on  there  was  a  gradual  decrease.  Most  striking  was  a  statement 
to  the  effect  that  by  comparison  it  was  established  that  for  every  one 
person  won  for  Christ  in  that  church  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  no  less 
than  seven  were  brought  in  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 

Another  question  raised  in  the  same  study  pertained  to  juvenile 
delinquency.  A  study  was  made  of  prisoners  with  a  view  to  finding  an 
answer  to  the  question.  At  what  age  does  the  first  lapse  occur  in  the 
life  of  those  who  land  in  our  prisons  and  reformatories?  A  study  of 
the  histories  of  seventeen  thousand  inmates  of  these  institutions  showed 
that  while  delinquency  often  begins  very  early,  there  is  a  steady  increase 
until  a  high  point  is  reached  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  From  then  on  the 
number  of  first  lapses  decreases  steadily.    Most   unexpected  was  the 
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discovery  that  in  none  of  the  seventeen  thousand  cases  studied  had  the 
first  lapse  occurred  after  the  age  of  twenty. 

From  these  and  many  other  similar  statements  it  seems  beyond  con- 
troversy that  in  the  years  shortly  before  and  after  sixteen,  or  from 
about  thirteen  to  eighteen,  the  world,  on  the  one  hand,  exercises  with 
greatest  success  its  tremendously  powerful  attraction  for  youth,  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  seems  incontrovertible  that  at  this  very  period 
Christ  has  a  stronger  appeal  to  youth,  and  a  permanent  decision  for 
Him  is  more  readily  made,  than  at  any  other  time  of  life. 

And  therein  lies  the  inescapable  challenge  to  the  church  today  to 
provide  a  program  of  Christian  education  that  will  capture  the  imagi- 
nation, command  the  respect  and  occupy  the  interest  of  our  youth, 
and  thus  establish  them  in  their  loyalty  to  their  church  and  in  their 
covenant  relation  to  their  Master. 

The  situation  today  is  this,  large  numbers  of  young  people  literally 
starve  to  death  spiritually.  Up  to  and  including  the  confirmation  period 
they  are  systematically  nurtured  and  nourished.  Their  spiritual  life 
grows  and  flourishes.  After  confirmation  this  is  no  longer  true.  It 
becomes  a  hit  and  miss  proposition. 

We  plan  that  they  shall  attend  Bible  classes  where  the  Word  of 
God  will  continue  to  advance  their  spiritual  growth,  but  after  a  brief 
period  of  attendance  they  are  no  longer  there. 

We  assume  that  the  Word  preached  to  them  at  public  services  will 
sustain  and  strengthen  the  growing  life  and  stabilize  their  faith.  And 
then  we  blindly  ignore  the  fact  that  we  have  sadly  failed  to  achieve 
one  of  the  most  fundamental  results  of  Christian  child  training:  the 
habit  of  regular  church  attendance.  Our  Sunday  school  schedule  has 
been  so  unwisely  arranged  that  it  seems  both  natural  and  proper  for 
the  children  to  be  absent  from  the  regular  services.  The  absent-habit 
is  well  established,  and  confirmation  with  its  added  privilege  of  com- 
munion does  not  alter  it. 

We  have  labored  to  establish  in  these  young  people  the  Bible-read- 
ing habit  and  expect  this  to  guide  and  sustain  them,  when  in  truth  we 
know  that  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  those  confirmed  will  con 
tinue  the  blessed  practice  of  daily  reading  God's  Word. 

Spiritual  starvation  and  death  is  the  inevitable  result  of  this  almost 
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complete  neglect  of  the  use  of  God's  Word,  for  where  this  is  neglected 
the  Holy  Spirit  no  longer  has  the  opportunity  to  nourish  and  sustain 
the  life  in  God  and  establish  and  increase  its  powers. 

Where  then  does  the  remedy  lie?  Or  is  there  none?  Must  we  con- 
tinue to  suffer  these  appalling  losses'  during  the  post-confirmation 
period? 

The  remedy  it  seems  is  threefold:  First,  we  must  lay  a  better  foun- 
dation for  Christian  faith  and  life  by  more  thorough  instruction  in 
Sunday  school  and  Christian  vacation  school.  This  again  requires  more 
systematic  and  continued  training  of  all  who  function  as  teachers  of 
Christianity  in  the  Sunday  school  and  in  other  agencies  of  Christian 
education.  Our  pastors  must  increase  their  efforts  to  make  their  instruc- 
tion for  confirmation  more  spiritually  dynamic  and  more  directly 
applicable  to  the  life  of  the  boys  and  girls  as  it  is  lived  today. 

Second,  we  must  make  a  supreme  effort  to  establish  in  the  chil- 
dren the  habit  of  church  attendance  by  so  correlating  the  Sunday  school 
period  with  the  regular  morning  services  of  the  congregation  that  the 
worship  of  the  congregation  will  be  the  worship  period  of  the  Sunday 
school. 

Third,  by  fostering  and  securing  more  complete  cooperation  between 
the  home  and  the  church  in  its  various  agencies  during  the  confirma- 
tion period  and  the  succeeding  years. 

The  first  of  these  suggestions  may  be  realized  by  working  and 
pressing  for  a  complete  and  continued  participation  in  the  Ten-Week 
Teacher  Training  Course  throughout  the  church.  In  due  time  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Standard  Sunday  School  Teacher  Training  Course  should 
be  required  of  all  who  shall  teach  in  our  Sunday  schools. 

The  second  may  be  attained  by  opening  Sunday  school  at  about 
forty  minutes  before  the  hour  cet  for  the  regular  services,  making  the 
Sunday  school  work  purely  instructional,  and  requiring  attendance  at 
the  regular  morning  worship  of  all  children  from  grade  three  or  four 
and  up — the  kindergarten  and  primary  department  have  their  regular 
Sunday  school  session  during  the  period  of  the  congregation's  worship 
which  should  then  last  from  an  hour  to  an  hour  and  ten  minutes. 

The  third  suggestion  advanced,  the  cooperation  of  parents  with  the 
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church  and  its  educational  agencies,  is  the  most  difficult  to  attain,  but 
also  the  most  important  and  far  reaching  in  its  results. 

Such  cooperation  is  urged,  not  to  say  insisted  upon,  in  the  pre- 
Sunday  school  years  and  during  the  period  leading  up  to  confirmation. 
It  is  just  as  imperative  but,  alas,  even  more  difficult  to  obtain  during 
the  first  few  years  after  confirmation. 

Unfortunately  all  too  many  parents  take  the  attitude  of  non-inter- 
ference in  the  affairs  of  their  girls  and  boys  after  confirmation.  They 
very  frequently  leave  them  without  counsel  even  in  the  most  difficult 
and  vital  matters,  instead  of  endeavoring  by  wise  and  understanding 
guidance  to  bring  to  completion  years  of  patient  effort  to  establish  a 
Christian  character,  and  to  build  a  life  with  a  truly  Christian  point  of 
view.  Yet  such  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  home  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  preservation  of  our  youth  and  to  their  growth  in 
grace.  Without  it  the  best  efforts  of  the  church  and  its  organizations 
often  become  mere  lost  motion. 

The  church  has  several  agencies  fostered  and  promoted  in  the  inter- 
est of  our  young  people.  They  are  the  Bible  classes  of  the  Sunday 
school,  the  Young  People's  Luther  Leagues,  and  the  Lutheran  Daugh- 
ters of  the  Reformation.   The  Bible  Camps  may  also  be  added. 

With  but  few  exceptions  it  is  possible  for  our  congregations  to  con- 
duct one  or  more  Bible  classes  for  young  people.  While  in  many  places 
it  may  be  difficult  to  find  competent  teachers,  I  am  convinced  that  it 
is  not  lack  of  good  teachers  that  accounts  for  the  non-existence  or  the 
collapse  of  the  Bible  classes  in  many  places,  but  rather  the  lack  of  inter- 
est and  cooperation  on  the  part  of  parents  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
class  and  the  participation  of  their  sons  and  daughters.  Where  parents 
personally  maintain  a  high  standard  of  church  membership,  loyalty, 
and  Christian  living,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conduct  a  successful  Bible 
class.  Properly  encouraged  at  home,  boys  and  girls  will  carry  on  a 
worth  while  Bible  class,  even  without  a  teacher,  by  electing  a  leader 
and  meeting  regularly  for  a  discussion  of  the  lesson  or  the  chosen  Scrip- 
ture text.   Their  church  attendance  is  automatic,  taken  for  granted. 

Similarly  the  Young  People's  Luther  League  should  and  can  be 
made   an  effective   agency   for  Christian   education   through   the   high 
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school  years — and  where  there  are  no  boys,  or  for  groups  of  older  girls, 
the  Lutheran  Daughters  of  the  Reformation.  But  in  the  work  of  all 
these  organizations  home  cooperation  is  a  paramount  necessity. 

Where  the  cooperation  of  the  parents  is  wholehearted,  the  impact 
of  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Christian  fellowship  of  these  organiza- 
tions will  be  a  constant  and  determining  influence  in  the  lives  of  large 
numbers  of  young  people  who  daily  are  faced  with  the  necessity  of 
making  decisions  vital  to  their  Christian  life  and  to  their  eternal  wel- 
fare. 

There  was  a  day  when  the  Christian  academy  exercised  a  great 
influence  upon  the  lives  of  many  of  our  young  people  and  through 
them  upon  the  work  of  our  church  in  local  congregations  and  in  gen- 
eral. While  the  influence  of  these  institutions  is  still  felt  in  many 
communities,  very  few  of  our  young  people  today  find  their  way  into 
those  of  our  academies  which  still  are  in  operation. 

Today  a  very  high  percentage  of  our  youth  are  receiving  a  high 
school  education.  The  high  school  and  the  high  school  teacher  exert 
a  profound  influence  upon  their  lives.  Even  though  many  of  the 
teachers  may  be  Christians,  and  though  every  effort  is  made  in  the  high 
school  to  develop  character,  the  predominating  influence  is  altogether 
secular.  This  secular,  worldly  influence  is  largely  responsible  for  the 
drift  of  a  great  many  young  people  away  from  the  church  and  its 
Christian  point  of  view.  This  statement  is  not  made  as  a  criticism  or 
as  an  indictment  against  our  high  schools.  Inasmuch  as  Christianity  or 
religion  may  not  be  taught  in  the  regular  classes,  it  is  inevitable  that 
their  influence  should  be  almost  purely  secular. 

The  challenging  question  that  presents  itself  to  the  church  today 
as  it  considers  the  spiritual  problems  and  difficulties  of  our  high  school 
youth  is  this:  How  can  the  church  foster  a  Christian  faith  and  life  in 
its  high  school  students  so  that  their  spiritual  development  will  keep 
pace  with  their  intellectual  and  physical  growth? 

The  agencies  at  the  disposal  of  the  church  today  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  high  purpose  have  already  been  indicated  and  dis- 
cussed. In  themselves  these  agencies  or  organizations,  mean  little  or 
nothing.  Their  significance  and  blessing  lie  in  our  earnest  and  ener- 
getic use  of  them. 
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Let  me  recapitulate.  These  agencies  are  well  organized  Bible 
classes,  preferably  running  systematically  parallel  to  the  high  school 
grades.  The  Luther  League,  both  Junior  and  Senior,  with  a  program 
of  study  and  activity  marked  by  a  strong  spiritual  and  devotional 
emphasis.  The  Lutheran  Daughters  of  the  Reformation,  concentrating 
upon  the  study  and  support  of  the  church's  missionary  projects.  The 
Boys'  Work  which  is  now  being  sponsored  by  the  Lutheran  Brother- 
hood. Bible  Camps,  stressing  all  phases  of  the  youth  work  of  our 
church. 

Through  these  and  similar  agencies  there  is  an  opportunity  to  touch 
with  the  Word  and  the  Spirit  the  lives  of  most  of  our  confirmed  youth. 
And  therein  lies  their  blessing. 

When  the  adult  Christians  in  church  and  home  recognize  more 
fully  their  task  and  responsibility  for  the  youth  of  high  school  age  and 
enter  on  a  program  of  intelligent  cooperation  for  their  preservation  and 
spiritual  development,  we  shall  better  conserve  our  forces  and  put  the 
enthusiasm  and  vigor  of  youth  into  the  spiritual  life  of  our  whole 
church. 
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CHAPTER  FOUR 

READY  FOR  ACTION 

TN  A  recent  issue  of  a  prominent  magazine  were  two  pictures,  one 
-■-  of  a  young  woman,  the  other  of  a  youth,  both  addressing  a  great 
throng  of  young  people  in  a  public  square  in  Madrid.  In  an  attitude 
of  the  utmost  exhortation  they  appeal  to  their  fellow  youth,  "Your 
Country  Needs  You!"  I  would  appropriate  that  phrase  and  appeal, 
and  in  an  amplified  form  send  it  out  to  the  youth  of  our  Lutheran 
Church,  "Your  Church  Needs  You!"   "Your  Country  Needs  You!" 

It  is  to  youth  standing  on  the  threshold  of  a  college  education  that 
I  would  issue  this  challenge,  and  I  would  include  in  the  appeal  their 
parents,  "Your  Church,  Your  Country  Needs  Your  Sons,  Your  Daugh- 
ters!" 

This  is  no  ordinary  call  to  arms,  nor  is  it  a  call  to  take  up  some 
radical  cause  for  the  overthrow  of  the  present  political,  social  or  eco- 
nomic order;  least  of  all  is  it  a  call  to  youth  to  take  up  the  lost  cause 
of  some  religious  cult  or  outmoded  form  of  Christianity.  On  the  con- 
trary it  is  a  challenge,  an  appeal  to  the  ablest,  the  keenest,  of  our  youth 
to  dedicate  their  lives,  whatever  vocation  they  may  choose,  to  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Living  Christ,  a  call  to  arms,  if  you  will,  to  prepare  them- 
selves for  and  to  enlist  in  the  great  moral  and  spiritual  struggle  that 
lies  ahead,  by  seeking  a  Christian  college  education;  that  is,  a  college 
education  in  which  Christ  and  His  teachings  are  a  permeating  influ- 
ence and  a  controlling  power. 

Advisedly  I  refer  to  the  moral  and  spiritual  struggle  that  lies  ahead. 
The  church  is  unquestionably  heading  into  a  major  storm.  Our  coun- 
try is  already  in  the  midst  of  a  great  conflict.  A  person  need  not  be 
well  read  or  particularly  alert  to  be  aware  that  the  church  of  God  is 
rent  and  torn;  impotent  because  of  its  own  uncertainty  as  to  its  call 
and  mission;  the  object  of  scorn  from  without — regarded  as  no  longer 
exerting  a  particle  of  influence  upon  public  affairs  or  upon  civic  stand- 
ards.  Nor  need  a  person  be  well  informed  to  be  painfully  aware  that 
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within  the  Christian  church  itself  there  are  great  organizations  for  the 
promotion  of  religion  and  morals,  to  which  it  appears  to  be  of  little 
consequence  whether  or  not  the  Divine  Redeemer  has  a  place  of  pre- 
eminence in  their  message  and  program.  Indeed,  it  has  even  been  pro- 
posed that  the  word  God  be  eliminated  from  our  religious  vocabulary. 
Nor  does  it  take  a  close  student  of  public  affairs  to  observe  that  as  a 
people,  as  a  nation,  we  have  already  gone  far  and  are  moving  with 
great  rapidity  along  that  way  of  materialism  and  luxury,  greed  and 
avarice,  corruption  and  graft,  vice,  racketeering,  lawlessness,  murder 
and  crime,  general  godlessness  and  apostasy  which  has  marked  the  last 
era  in  the  history  of  so  many  nations.  Nicholas  Berdyaev,  the  Russian 
theologian  and  philosopher,  suggests  that  we  have  just  finished  what 
may  properly  be  termed  the  "age  of  man";  that  we  need  desperately 
to  return  to  God.  Another  writer  indicates  that  our  period  may  become 
known  in  history  as  the  "Second  Dark  Ages." 

The  conflict  we  have  entered  and  which  will  surely  increase  in 
intensity  and  bitterness,  will  be  waged  both  within  the  church  itself, 
and  between  the  church  and  the  pagan  world  forces.  In  both  instances 
it  will  be  the  forces  of  light  against  the  powers  of  darkness  and  unbe- 
lief. 

Within  some  quarters  of  the  church  these  lines  are  constantly  being 
etched  more  sharply,  while  in  other  parts  a  fatal  fusing  of  the  church 
of  Christ  with  the  world  is  taking  place;  the  lines  are  being  obliterated. 
On  the  one  hand  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  the  Savior  of  the  world,  is 
being  exalted  and  made  the  only  Hope  of  the  world.  On  the  other 
hand,  man  is  glorifying  himself,  proclaiming  himself  master  of  his 
fate,  captain  of  his  soul,  independent  of  any  higher,  supernatural  power. 
And  while  the  so-called  liberals  are  in  despair  over  the  message  and 
deny  the  spiritual  power  of  those  who  cling  to  the  Bible  as  the  Word 
of  God  and  to  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Savior,  atheistic  groups  hail  the 
teachings  of  the  Modernists  as  paving  the  way  for  their  flagrant  decla- 
ration of  opposition  to  every  concept  of  God,  the  soul,  and  eternity. 

In  the  meantime  outside  the  church,  the  high  priests  of  education 
and  philosophy  calmly  declare  their  views.    Says  Prof.  John  Dewey: 

"Faith  in  the  divine  author  and  authority  in  which  Western  civili- 
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zation  confided,  inherited  ideas  of  the  soul  and  its  destiny,  of  fixed 
revelation — have  been  made  impossible  for  the  cultivated  mind  of  the 
Western  world.  Skepticism  becomes  the  mark  and  even  the  pose  of  the 
educated  mind." 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  Atheistic  World  Convention  held  in  Mos- 
cow in  February,  this  year,  is  confident  of  progress  and  of  great  vic- 
tories.? Knowing  that  3,000  employed  speakers  and  36,000  organizers 
are  active  in  the  United  States  and  that  they  have  millions  at  their  dis- 
posal for  this  blasphemous  propaganda,  is  it  not  self-evident  that  the 
hour  has  struck  and  that  the  church  must  gird  herself  for  a  major  con- 
flict that  may  well  bring  both  oppression  and  persecution? 

In  this  impending  clash  of  forces — the  spiritual  against  the  material, 
Christian  against  pagan,  God  against  mammon — the  warfare  will  be 
waged  largely  within  the  ranks  of  youth. 

Communism,  Fascism,  Naziism,  State  Socialism,  all  of  which  have 
a  clear  conception  of  their  desired  objectives  and  of  the  issues  before 
them,  have  taken  over  complete  control  of  the  education  of  their  respec- 
tive countries'  youth.  By  instilling  into  their  minds  the  desired  point 
of  view,  the  cherished  ideals,  these  governments  will  in  future  years 
reap  their  enthusiastic  and  loyal  support.  By  careful  selection  of  the 
most  gifted,  the  most  versatile  and  capable,  for  special  training,  they 
are  taking  wise  steps  to  supply  competent  leadership  for  their  forces, 
thereby  insuring  victory  for  their  cause. 

Men  with  genuine  concern  for  the  permanent  welfare  of  our  nation, 
and  with  deep  insight  into  the  needs  of  our  people,  have  long  deplored 
the  trend  toward  the  divorce  of  religion  from  education,  the  seculariza- 
tion of  education.  They  have  recognized  the  need  of  religious  training 
in  the  development  of  character  and  in  the  moulding  of  a  good  life. 

Ponder  these  statements,  uttered  from  time  to  time  by  men  whose 
intelligence  and  love  of  country  is  conceded  by  all: 

"If  we  abide  by  the  principles  taught  in  the  Bible,  our  country  will 
go  on  prospering  and  to  prosper;  but  if  we  and  our  posterity  neglect 
its  instructions  and  authority,  no  man  can  tell  how  sudden  a  catastro- 
phe may  overwhelm  us  and  bury  our  glory  in  profound  obscurity." — 
Daniel  Webster. 
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"So  far  as  we  know,  history  has  no  instance  of  a  national  character 
built  up  without  the  aid  of  religious  instruction.  The  final  question 
regarding  education  is  whether  it  avails  to  produce  the  type  of  charac- 
ter required  by  the  republic  and  the  race." — Edward  Sisson,  recognized 
educator  and  author. 

"I  can  conceive  of  no  adequate  remedy  for  the  evils  which  beset 
society,  except  through  the  influences  of  religion.  There  is  no  form  of 
education  which  will  not  fail.  There  is  no  form  of  government  which 
will  not  fail.  There  is  no  form  of  reward  which  will  not  fail.  We  do 
not  need  more  national  development;  we  need  more  spiritual  power. 
We  do  not  need  more  knowledge;  we  need  more  religion.  We  do  not 
need  more  of  the  things  that  are  seen;  we  need  more  of  the  things  that 
are  unseen." — Calvin  Coolidge. 

"To  educate  a  man  in  mind  and  not  in  morals  is  to  educate  a  men- 
ace to  society." — Theodore  Roosevelt. 

"Almost  every  man  who  has  by  his  life-work  added  to  the  sum  of 
human  achievement,  of  which  the  race  is  proud,  of  which  our  people 
are  proud,  almost  every  such  man  has  based  his  life-work  largely  upon 
the  teachings  of  the  Bible." — ^Theodore  Roosevelt. 

"To  produce  character,  education  must  call  to  her  assistance  relig- 
ion."— Ex-President  Hadley  of  Yale. 

"The  safety  of  our  sons  and  daughters  as  they  go  out  on  the  streets 
this  very  night  is  due  to  the  influence  of  the  preachers  rather  than  to 
the  influence  of  the  policemen  and  lawmakers.  Yes,  the  safety  of  our 
nation,  including  all  groups  depends  on  Christian  education." — Roger 
Babson. 

"I  thoroughly  believe  in  university  education  for  both  men  and 
women,  but  I  believe  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible  without  a  college  course 
is  more  valuable  than  a  college  course  without  the  Bible.  Western  civi- 
lization is  founded  upon  the  Bible;  our  ideals,  our  wisdom,  our  phil- 
osophy, our  literature,  our  art,  our  ideas,  come  more  from  the  Bible 
than  from  all  other  books  put  together." — Professor  William  Lyon 
Phelps  of  Yale  University. 

"The  steady  expansion  of  secular  knowledge  is  the  dominating  fact 
in  the  lives  of  the  Christian  people.   It  is  exercising  an  ever  more  com- 
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plete  and  irresistible  authority  over  the  conduct  of  mankind.  But  its 
authority  is  devoid  of  moral  sanction.  If  the  secularization  of  knowl- 
edge continues,  it  will  ultimately  wreck  civilization." — The  New  Re- 
public. 

But  Christian  leadership  in  the  great  world  crisis  of  today  demands 
more  than  a  knowledge  of  God  and  religion.  It  requires  high  intelli- 
gence controlled  by  Christian  motives  rooted  in  Christian  principles 
and  directed  by  Christian  convictions. 

Men  and  women  of  this  type  must  come  largely  from  the  Christian 
college.  It  is  the  one  institution  where  Christianity  and  education  go 
hand  in  hand  in  the  church's  supreme  effort  to  give  to  the  world  what 
it  needs  more  than  anything  else  today,  intelligent,  courageous,  inspired 
Christian  leadership. 

Again  let  me  quote  the  words  of  great  national  leaders: 

"The  Christian  college  rightly  equipped  and  endowed,  has  the 
supreme  call  and  the  supreme  opportunity  of  the  hour." — W.  O. 
Thompson,  prominent  New  York  attorney. 

"And  especially  do  we  wish  to  emphasize  now  the  need  of  Chris- 
tian higher  education.  No  institution  is  more  necessary  in  America 
today,  or  more  deserving  of  support,  than  our  colleges  and  universities 
which  are  free  to  teach  the  Christian  religion.  These  Christian  colleges 
of  all  denominations  are  needed  by  the  nation  more  than  they  ever  were 
to  provide  an  education  not  secularistic,  ethically  naked,  with  God  left 
out,  but  reverent,  rational,  devout,  rooted  in  ideals  of  life  and  duty,  of 
loyalty  and  sacrifice,  of  brotherhood  and  faith. 

"It  is  time  for  this  country  to  pause  and  re-read  its  history  and  to 
turn  back  again  to  God.  In  home  and  church  and  school  the  education 
that  we  need  today  is  primarily  religious — that  is,  education  in  duty, 
the  duty  that  man  owes  to  God  and  the  duty  man  owes  to  his  brother 
man.  The  sooner  and  the  more  efficiently  we  give  ourselves  to  this 
task  the  better  it  will  be  for  America  and  for  the  world." — Dr.  Robert 
E.  Speer,  great  religious  leader. 

"Whatever  be  the  magnificent  services  of  the  larger  and  highly 
speciaUzed  universities,  the  liberal  arts  colleges  place  an  emphasis  upon 
personal  contacts  of  teacher  and  student  which  renders  them  a  vital 
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part  of  our  educational  system.  A  primary  purpose  of  education  is 
a  product  of  high  character  and  noble  ideals,  which  regard  moral  and 
spiritual  qualities  superior  to  mere  material  things,  without  which  any 
purely  economic  system  would  collapse.  Throughout  our  history  these 
colleges  have  been  and  are  now  the  seed-beds  of  leadership.  They  have 
contributed  a  large  part  of  the  presence  in  our  land  of  nearly  3,000,000 
college  trained  men  and  women  .  .  .  The  finest  traditions  in  our  coun- 
try are  rooted  in  their  associations  and  their  inspiration." — Herbert 
Hoover, 

"We  should  spend  money  freely  on  devout  tutors  and  servants  of 
the  highest  type.  We  should  select  high-grade  church  schools  and  small 
colleges  of  the  right  character  for  our  children.  No  amount  of  time 
and  money  is  too  great  to  spend  upon  properly  educating  and  training 
children.  However  much  money  we  ourselves  now  have,  the  chances 
are  four  to  six  that  (if  we  live  long  enough)  we  must  depend  upon  our 
children  or  grandchildren  to  support  us.  Hence  we  should  immediately 
begin  to  invest  in  them — to  store  up  money  in  children  instead  of  safe 
deposit  vaults.  Take  an  active  interest  in  some  church," — Roger  Babson, 

In  the  Christian  colleges  the  church  offers  youth  an  opportunity  to 
respond  effectively  and  gloriously  to  the  appeal  "Your  Country  Needs 
You,"  They  give  to  our  parents  and  the  church  in  general  an  oppor- 
tunity to  realize  an  exalted  ambition,  wherever  they  have  dedicated 
their  sons  and  daughters  to  the  service  of  God  and  country. 

The  blue  ribbon  liner  "Queen  Mary"  was  featured  in  a  two-page 
advertisement  in  a  recent  issue  of  a  widely-read  magazine.  The  bridge 
of  the  ship  was  displayed  and  on  the  bridge  two  of  the  ship's  hand- 
some and  capable  looking  officers.  Below  was  a  description  or  catalogue 
of  the  ship's  many  comforts,  conveniences,  and  luxuries;  and  linked 
with  these  a  record  of  the  ship's  superior  and  complete  equipment  of 
safety  devices.  But  that  which  really  captured  and  held  the  reader's 
attention  was  the  statement  in  bold  type  struck  across  the  top  of  the 
two  pages,  "It's  still  men  that  count."  All  the  luxuries  and  safety 
devices  in  the  world  are  worthless  if  men  fail.  We  recall  with  a  shud- 
der the  Titanic  disaster.   It  was  man  who  had  failed. 

"It's  still  men  that  count."  And  it  is  equally  true  if  we  add  women. 
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This  statement  is  true  also  in  any  other  sphere.  In  the  government  serv- 
ice, in  the  army  and  navy,  in  the  industrial  and  commercial  world,  in 
education  and  in  the  church  "It's  still  men  that  count."  Organization 
and  system,  money  and  equipment,  are  all  necessary,  but  if  men  fail, 
these  only  magnify  the  collapse  and  ultimate  disaster.  As  in  no  preced- 
ing age  it  is  being  demonstrated  today  that  in  the  last  analysis  it  is 
men  that  count. 

A  person  need  but  read  the  recent  book  Here's  to  Crime  by  Court- 
ney Ryley  Cooper,  noted  crime  reporter,  or  pay  a  visit  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Investigation  in  Washington,  D.  C. — headquarters  of  the 
famous  "G-men" — to  realize  on  the  one  hand  that  the  greatest  need 
of  our  country  today  is  real  men,  and  on  the  other,  that  the  lack  of 
such  men  in  every  strata  of  society,  and  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  nation 
is  the  source  of  our  present  national  collapse  in  integrity  and  moral 
stamina.  It  is  no  less  the  cause  of  the  crisis  into  which  the  church  of 
God  is  heading  today. 

But  who  is  to  supply  these  men  and  women  of  integrity?  From 
where  are  they  coming?  Or  must  we  go  on  without  them?  The 
answer  in  many  quarters  will  be,  education;  better  and  more  general 
education.  This  has  been  tried  and  found  wanting.  Only  when  Chris- 
tianity is  a  part  of  education  will  it  succeed  in  this,  its  most  difficult, 
but  also  most  important  task,  the  production  of  men  and  women  of 
character,  of  unimpeachable  integrity  and  unconquerable  moral  strength 
and  courage,  men  who  fear  but  God  and  whose  highest  purpose  is  to 
serve  Him  only. 

At  the  door  of  Christian  education  is  laid  the  task  of  supplying 
the  church  and  country  with  the  type  of  men  and  women  who  count 
and  who  may  be  depended  upon  in  a  crisis.  Christian  education,  begun 
in  the  home,  and  continued  there  and  in  the  church  with  thoroughness 
and  devotion,  throughout  the  years  of  childhood  and  youth,  is  com- 
pleted and  crowned  in  the  Christian  college. 

The  graduates  of  our  Lutheran  colleges,  and  of  other  truly  Chris- 
tian colleges  are  especially  well  qualified  to  meet  the  present  day  assaults 
upon  Christianity  and  to  help  solve  the  perplexing  and  confusing  prob- 
lems of  the  world.    Their  excellent  training,  their  superior  discipline 
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and  their  Christian  culture  prepare  them  in  a  unique  manner  to  sense 
the  spiritual  and  intellectual  problems,  grasp  the  material  and  social 
difficulties  of  the  day,  and  contribute  to  their  successful  solution.  These 
young  men  and  women  have  learned  on  the  one  hand,  wherein  the 
evils  and  difficulties  of  our  day  have  their  roots,  and  on  the  other  hand, 
where  lies  the  basic  remedy. 

The  graduates  of  these  institutions  understand  that  sin,  not  merely 
error  or  mistakes,  or  the  infringement  of  human  convention  and  cus- 
tom, or  the  breaking  of  the  laws  of  man,  but  sin,  sin  against  almighty, 
infinite  God  is  at  the  root  of  all  our  trouble. 

Furthermore,  they  know,  on  the  one  hand,  that  mere  human  power, 
ingenuity  and  wisdom  are  no  match  for  the  forces  of  sin,  and  are  con- 
sequently doomed  to  ultimate  defeat  in  the  inevitable  struggle;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  they  know  with  equal  certainty  that  in  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  Living  God,  are  the  adequate  resources  of  victory. 

They  know  that  the  world  does  not  and  can  not  function  properly 
without  God,  that  man  is  dependent  upon  God  as  well  as  responsible 
to  God,  and  that  only  as  a  people  recognizes  God  as  having  a  definite 
and  exalted  place  in  the  affairs  of  a  nation,  can  it  go  forward  looking 
with  confidence  toward  the  fulfillment  of  some  great  destiny. 

And  finally  they  know  without  any  "buts"  and  "ors,"  "ifs"  or  "ands," 
that  God  has  revealed  Himself  to  man  through  His  infallible  Word,  and 
that  this  eternal  Word  is  man's  sure  and  adequate  source  of  knowledge 
and  dependable  guide  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  human  relations  and 
in  respect  to  his  own  personal  life  and  conduct. 

Devout,  sincere  Christians  always  count  in  the  church  and  in  the 
community.  But  it  is  the  educated  Christian  who  may  be  counted  on 
to  lead  the  church  and  country  in  its  warfare  against  the  cunning  and 
powerful  forces  of  darkness. 

In  closing,  let  me  quote  the  significant  words  of  William  Allen 
White.  Warning  of  the  atmosphere  that  is  thickening  with  modern 
paganism,  he  calls  upon  those  who  still  believe  in  a  Christian  civiliza- 
tion to  be  "willing  to  sacrifice  of  their  good  hard-earned  cash  to  edu- 
cate Christian  leaders."  Otherwise,  "they  will  find  in  a  few  generations 
that  their  dream  has  vanished,  that  tyranny  with  its  hard  and  fast, 
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ruthless  rulos  of  life  will  be  substituted  for  the  good  life  ...  It  is  not 
a  question  so  much  of  churches  and  preachers  as  it  is  of  colleges  that 
will  name  leaders  who  will  create  a  world  in  which  our  churches  can 
thrive,  leaders  in  all  walks  of  life,  in  all  callings  and  professions.  If 
American  churchmen  fail  to  support  the  kind  of  colleges  that  turn  out 
Christian  leaders,  American  life  under  another  leadership  soon  will 
close  the  churches." 

The  Rev,  Hugh  Thomson  Kepp,  speaking  before  the  Synod  of  Vir- 
ginia (Presbyterian)  says,  "The  Christian  college  has  an  answer  to  the 
questions  that  are  being  asked — 

"Its  answer  is  that  one  cannot  get  on  with  building  a  new  world 
without  having  new  men  and  new  women  with  which  to  build  it.  It 
is  impossible  to  build  a  new  civilization  without  first  of  all  laying  hold 
of  transformed  character  that  can  bear  the  weight  of  the  demands  of 
our  generation. 

"The  Christian  college  claims  that  this  is  its  primary  obligation,  to 
create  Christian  character,  and  its  claim  is  abundantly  substantiated 
by  its  fruits." 

What  a  call  to  the  Christian  churches  to  rally  to  the  support  of  their 
Christian  colleges!  What  a  challenge  to  our  youth,  "Your  Country, 
Your  Church  Needs  You!"  For  "It's  still  men  that  count!" 
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